
7 Distinct Dispensations Of Men

Introduction



History and Historionomy

• History-study of chronological record of series of 
events and explanation of events

• Humanistic Historionomy-analytical study of 
historical processes to determine natural forces 
or laws of history that direct destinies of men, 
people and nations.

• Biblical Historionomy-study God’s dealing with 
man and how man deals with God. God is 
sovereign and His law determines man’s destiny 
according to man’s choice or his exercise of free 
will.



World’s View of History

• PANTHEISM-History is cyclical – since we are 
reincarnated, person evolves to a higher (or 
lower) state. There is no end – it just keeps 
going around and around. No overall purpose.

• Windmills of Your Mind- Round, like a circle in a spiral
Like a wheel within a wheel.
Never ending or beginning,
On an ever spinning wheel ……

And the world is like an apple
Whirling silently in space
Like the circles that you find
In the windmills of your mind



World’s View of History

• NATURALISM - History is linear – just a series of natural events. 
No over-arching purpose - it just happens. Nothing outside of 
natural world influence the destiny of man. (To them, there must 
be an end to man’s history due to man’s continued failure to 
control natural forces.) (In truth, laws of nature are rules and 
principles the Lord ordained to govern how things work.)

• POSTMODERNISM - History is study of improving man’s culture 
and the world he live in using human reason. Postmodernists say 
truth is relative. Not one path is correct. Anyone can take his 
own destiny based on his accepted truth. (Pluralism) History can 
be revised to direct people to believe what they want to believe. 
(Pro 14:12; 16:25 - There is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.)



Wrong Doctrines Related To Destiny

• Fatalism (Iginuhit ng Tadhana) – God or a superior force has 
predestined course of events beyond human control. 
Results to resignation. Que sera, sera.  Allow some events 
to be undetermined.

• Determinism - everything in the universe is governed by 
natural causal laws (no God). All events, including human 
actions, are predetermined.

• Chance (Sugal) - things "happen" by luck or out of luck.  
“They just happen." God foresees only what will happen 
but that has no control over events.

• REMEMBER: Jesus is very much in control of everything 
(even those claimed by chance ). “The lot is cast into the 
lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.” (Prov. 16:33)



Meaning of History

• Real Issue: Is there any purpose of the actual events 
and where are the events taking us to? Bakit may 
pangyayari at saan tayo dinadala ng mga pangyayari?

• Acts 17:26 The Lord “determines” the course of human 
history, not “Fate” - and neither is “chance” and mere 
human efforts. He raises nations up and puts them 
down in accordance with their faithfulness or 
unfaithfulness to His respective purposes for them. The 
Lord has predetermined the times and boundaries of 
nations and of men.

• Grand Purpose:  In every age, people seek God, feel 
their way to Him and find Him. (cf. Heb. 11:6)



Jesus is Sovereign Over All
• Isa 46:10  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from 

ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.

• The Lord can use sinful men and evil intent for His purposes. 
“The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of 
water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.“ (Prov. 21:1) cf.  Gen. 
50:20; Exo. 12:36; cf. Ezra 7; cf. Neh. 2)

• The Lord has a purpose and He is working all things out 
according to His own will and purpose. (Eph. 1:11  In whom also 
we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according 
to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel 
of his own will;  Isa. 14:24  Surely as I have thought, so shall it 
come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand.) 



God’s Will and Man’s Will

• Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power…(Ps. 110:3) talks  
Irresistible operation of the grace (cf. Man’s Total Depravity).

• “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered 
you.” (Rom. 6:17) “For it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure.” (Php 2:13)

• Will is a free principle.  (not will if not free and if it be bound) It is 
Jesus (Jn. 1:4, 9) through the Holy Spirit (Jn. 16:12-15) that leads us 
to the truth but man will choose to be “all for Jesus” or against  the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 12:30)

• Call of Jesus, "come unto me", "repent", "ask in my name“ has no 
sense unless we are free to bid His call.



Biblical Free Will

• Divine sovereignty resides in the Lord God and He controls 
everything by His “Divine Providence.” The Lord is 
sovereign/controls world events (Dan 2:21) but man shapes 
his destiny by exercising his free will. (1 Sam 8:5-9) Man is 
responsible/accountable for his choices: obedience 
(attendant blessing) or disobedience (consequent curse). 
(Gen 3)

• Man is not the master of his destiny. Our destiny is the 
result of our choice. Man was created with the ability to 
make moral choices within His moral law. We choose to sin 
or not to sin (Jas 1:13  Let no man say when he is tempted, I 
am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man) just as we choose to believe 
or not to believe (Jn. 3:18)



Biblical History

• Creation and Fall. He created man for man to 
have fellowship with Him. (”And God saw all that 
He created and it was good.” Gen. 1:31 Eccl. 3:11) 
However, man (1st Adam) choose to disobey and 
was separated from God. 

• God’s Redemption – God’s plan is for man to be 
reconciled to God (Rom. 8:1-3) and bring about 
His original plan for creation. 1st Adam vs. Last 
Adam; first man vs. second man. (1 Cor. 15:45-50) 


